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Knights of Columbus Establish New Funds and Receive First Disbursement 
from Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan 
 
SAGINAW, MI [April 15, 2026]  — The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan (the 
Foundation) recently established three new funds with Knights of Columbus Council #1546 from Bad 
Axe, Michigan. From an initial donation of $475,000, the three funds will support both the immediate and 
long-term needs of the Council and their commitment to charitable work in the community. 
 
When Council #1546’s hall became too expensive to maintain, they sold their hall and searched for new 
ways to continue their legacy of brotherhood, unity, and charity. As Grand Knight Matt Knarian says, 
working together to improve their local community is how Council #1546 lives out the Knights’ pillars of 
charity and unity. Working with the Catholic Community Foundation enabled Council #1546 to preserve 
their Catholic legacy of giving with the establishment of an endowed fund, a donor designated fund, and a 
donor advised fund. 
 
Council #1546 received their first disbursement from their donor designated fund, which they used to 
donate $3,500 each to Annunciation of the Lord Parish in Port Austin, Our Lady of Lake Huron School in 
Harbor Beach, and St. Hubert Parish in Bad Axe—for a current total of $10,500 disbursed within the first 
year of establishing their funds.  
 
“We are honored to partner with Knights of Columbus Council #1546 to preserve their legacy of faith and 
service,” says Foundation Executive Director Kristin Smith. “These new funds ensure their charitable 
impact will endure for generations, supporting the people and ministries they’ve long cared for.” 

This year, the Catholic Community Foundation is celebrating its 20th Anniversary and its legacy of 
generously supporting the spiritual, educational, and social needs of the Diocese of Saginaw. 
 
The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that serves the Diocese of Saginaw, its parishes, 
Catholic schools, and ministries throughout 11 counties in Mid-Michigan by stewarding 
endowed funds that provide perpetual, long-term support.  
 
 
Since 2006, the Foundation has disbursed over $20.6 million to support the ministries and mission of the 
Diocese of Saginaw. For more information, visit us at www.ccfmm.org or call us at 989.303.9200.  
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