
Mission: We encourage faithful giving that is responsibly 
managed and reflective of the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever supporting the needs 
of God’s people.

The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan is
 a registered 501(c)(3), and all gifts are tax-deductible.

Thank you for the opportunity to share these impact stories of CCFMM Endowments. 
It is our intention to provide these stories quarterly. This quarter we share about the James 

Cardinal Hickey Endowment Fund for St. Brigid of Kildare Catholic School.

James Cardinal Hickey Endowment Fund close to 
its $1 million goal for St. Brigid School

This is a story about a Cardinal’s commitment to his 
Catholic school in Midland and the support of the 
parishioners of St. Brigid of Kildare Parish to carry on 
his legacy as the school celebrates its 100th anniversary.

Members of St. Brigid’s have raised more than $950,000 
for the James Cardinal Hickey Endowment Fund to make 
sure that St. Brigid School’s operations are supported in 
perpetuity. The goal is $1 million. 

“The campaign is a perfect opportunity to acknowledge 
the legacy of Cardinal Hickey and do everything we can 
to preserve it for the future,” said Father Andy Booms, 
pastor of St. Brigid’s. 

Cardinal Hickey, referred to by some as St. Brigid’s “Golden Child,” attended grade school at St. Brigid, was
ordained in 1946 and became the Auxiliary Bishop of the Saginaw Diocese in 1967. He served as Bishop of 
Cleveland and was elevated to Archbishop of Washington, D.C. in 1980, and then to Cardinal by Pope John Paul 
II in 1988. He died in 2004.

Cardinal Hickey himself established the endowment with $50,000 seed money in 1991 and the fund grew to $1 
million. In 2010, school trustees voted to use the majority of it to help fund a $3 million school expansion to add 
a middle school, gymnasium, kitchen, and remodeling of the original building. 

“We had outgrown the grade school building and needed the expansion to keep the school vital,” Father Andy 
said. “Our goal now is to restore the endowment for the future.”

Father Andy explained that the leaders were able to draw down the money in the original endowment because the 
fund was managed privately and there were no restrictions. As of 2011, the endowment has been managed by the 
Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan and only the interest is available on an annual basis.

The current campaign was launched with a sizable gift from the estate of parishioner and school alumnus Therese
Nowak. Interest from the endowment will be used exclusively for the school including recruitment, training, 
programs, improvements and operations. 

Enrollment is projected between 140 to 150 for the 2022-2023 school year.

Maureen Becker (far left), Deacon Al Oliver, 
Tom Erickson, Cathy Leikhim, Fr. Andy Booms, Laura 
Wilkowski, Steve Wilkowski, Tony Mitus (far right).

Not pictured: Todd Gambrell, Warren Mault, 
Cormac Lynn and Kristin Smith.



CCFMM June Grants and Designated Distributions
Every year the Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan distributes funds from designated 
endowments to Catholilc schools, parishes and Catholic organizations throughout the Diocese of Saginaw. This 
year the CCFMM distributed over $450,000. Below is the summary of these distributions.

Catholic Agencies recevied $6,172 from two endowments.
Catholic International Organizations received $4,406 from two endowments.
Catholic Organizations recevied $8,112 from one endowment.
Catholic Parishes received $92,601 from twenty-five endowments.
Catholic Schools received $262,598 from sixty-three endowments.
Religious Education Programs received $76,730 from twenty-one endowments.

The CCFMM thanks all donors who have contributed to the endowments that support these wonderful 
ministries. Visit our website to read about the impact of these ministries at ccfmm.org/communityimpact/.

2021 CCFMM Audit Report
The CCFMM Board of Trustees is pleased to announce that the 2021 Audit Report has been uploaded to the 
CCFMM website for your viewing. You can read the full report on our website at www.ccfmm.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021-Audit-Report.pdf.

The clean 2021 Audit Report was processed by Yeo and Yeo CPAs & Business Consultants. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial posi-
tion of Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan as of December 31, 2021, and the changes in its net 
assets and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. Page 1 of the Independent Auditors’ Report from Yeo & Yeo

We have previously audited the Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan’s financial statements as of 
December 31, 2020, and we expressed an unmodified audit opinion on those financial statements in our 
report dated June 7, 2021. In our opinion, the summarized comparative information presented herein as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 2020, is consistent, in all material respects, with the audited financial
statements from which it has been derived. Page 3 of the Independent Auditors’ Report from Yeo & Yeo

For more information, call the CCFMM’s Executive Director, Kristin Smith,
at 989.300.9200 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

The CCFMM is here to help guide you with your planned and legacy giving.

If you would like to begin receiving the CCFMM Newsletter please email your first and last name, organization 
(if applicable), and your address to Connor Rabine at connor.rabine@ccfmm.org.

You can also access all of the CCFMM Newsletters on our website at https://ccfmm.org/newsletter/.

The campaign was set up with the help of Kristin Smith, executive director of CCFMM. Father Andy said her 
advice and guidance put the parish on the path to reach its goal.

“We are making a final push to complete the journey,” Father Andy said.
Written by Joan Ramm


