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Thank you for the opportunity to share these impact stories of the CCE.

It is our intention to provide these stories quarterly. This quarter we share about the Saint Joseph Society.

&

The Saint Joseph Society

The Saint Joseph Society (S]S) was established in 2021, the year Pope Francis proclaimed, the Year of Saint
Joseph. The intention of this ministry is to increase operational support of the Catholic Community Foundation
(Foundation) endow operational funds and faith formation of sixth grade students throughout the diocese. To
date, SJS has 17 members who have donated more than $32,000 dollars. SJS is always open for more members to
join. In fact, by joining now, members will be invited to the Summer Picnic and Mass event with Bishop Gruss
in August.

SJS members are also invited to join the annual Lenten Retreat. In March, Bishop Gruss hosted the second
annual retreat. The day was spent with shared meals, mass, and intimate discussion. Attending members
remarked that Bishop Gruss was inspiring and had a contagious spiritual presence. His commentary and
perspective was on the importance of vitality in the personal relationships we hold with Jesus Christ. He went to
share with the group, that with so much fear and anxiety currently looming, it's imperative that we lean into our
Catholic faith remembering that God is with us; God created us for this moment; and God

has given us the skills and gifts needed to navigate life.

An intimate discussion allowed all to share their current faith journey openly and comfortably. Members
commented they walked away feeling a sense of connectedness, peace, and grace. When asked what audience
would benefit most from the retreats with Bishop Gruss at the helm, it was clear that all are welcome, and all
belong. In fact, members would appreciate a variety of ages join. The hope is to create a warm space for all to
share the crosses they bear in their faith journey. Let us not forget, we are all humans connected by the Catholic
faith and when life gets tough, it's our faith and relationship with God that matters most.

Now, more than ever, the Catholic community needs to stand in solidarity. One reason is for Catholic youth, as
they are the future. By joining SJS, you are showing our children you care; you are paying it forward to the next
generation of Catholics.

The SJS is intended to give back to the community that constantly gives to us. It’s intended to create relation-
ships while generating awareness for the needs at hand. It’s intended to unite—where we can lean in, learn from,
and grow together as a brotherhood and sisterhood. It’s our responsibility to get folks excited. It's our job to plug
folks in. You can do your part by joining SJS and creating excellence for our Catholic future.

Written by Emily Hockemeyer




Feed Our Faith Snapshot

. With the changing demands of the faith community and the
A Time of

increasing capabilities of communication platforms, the Foundation
has decided to convert this quarterly mailer to a quarterly parish
Trans itio n bulletin publication. It is our intention to publish this quarterly

publication as a flyer insert for parish bulletins. Therefore, this is

our last publication as the Feeding Our Faith quarterly newsletter.

Look for us in your September parish bulletins under the Feeding
Our Faith Snapshot! We are hopeful that this transition will gift us the resources needed to be more
proactive on our social media accounts so visbility always take priority. Please be sure to like and follow
us on Facebook as well as our website!

Connor Rabine

It is with great saddness that we are saying goodbye to Connor Rabine as a full time member of the
Catholic Community Foundation’s team. Connor will be transitioning to a part time position, but still
continuing on as the Grants and Scholarships Coordinator. Connor has been apart of the Foundation
since the Spring of 2019 and has contributed greatly to the progress and strength of the Foundation.
She has worked diligently and prayerfully to advance the mission and vision of the Foundation and we
only see this as a transition and not a goodbye as we support her and her family. Connor will always be
apart of the Foundation family.

Welcome to the Foundation Emily Hockemeyer

Emily Hockemeyer joined the Foundation as a part time communications partner in
early March. The last 8 weeks have consisted of learning the history of the Foundation,
meeting with board members and learning the short and long term communication
needs.

Currently employed with Dow Chemical as a Sourcing Specialist for Packaging,
Emily was seeking a creative outlet that would gift her writing, designing, and
relationship building.

Leaving the classroom after ten years as an IB English Language and Literature teacher

at the end of 2021, she quickly realized that she missed the energy and learning

opportunities shed receive from connecting with folks and the creativity shed pour

into lesson plans and learning experiences. Thankfully, her lifelong friend, Ed Hutchison, a journalist, professor,
and loyal Catholic disciple, had encouraged her to be a writer for decades. Leaving the classroom, brought more
gentle nudging from Ed that shed just push to the side. However, after his abrupt death in late 2022, she felt his
presence through many God winks.

The greatest wink of all was receiving a call to join the Catholic Community Foundation to assist with internal
and external communication projects. Emily grew up in Sanford and now resides with her husband, Chad, son,
Jack, and two dogs. She attends both Our Lady of Grace in Sanford and Blessed Sacrament in Midland. Emily is
excited, energized, and grateful as she embarks on this journey. Most of her time will be focused on crafting the
quarterly newsletter snapshots, keeping folks updated on Facebook, and creating content as needed for the
Foundation.




