
Mission: We encourage faithful giving that is responsibly 
managed and reflective of the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever supporting the needs 
of God’s people.

The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan is
 a registered 501(c)(3), and all gifts are tax-deductible.

Thank you for the opportunity to share these impact stories of CCFMM Endowments. 
It is our intention to provide these stories quarterly. This quarter we share about the Catholic 

Women’s Conference and the National Catholic Youth Conference.

CCFMM Executive Director active in Catholic events in local 
communities and around the state

You might see Kristin Smith cheering for the home team 
at a Catholic school varsity football game, hear her singing 
at a Sunday liturgy, or see her praying with others from 
around the diocese at First Friday Mass at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. 

If you attend the annual Michigan Catholic Women’s 
Conference in Lansing each fall, you could spot her there 
as well, enjoying great speakers, musicians, 
and entertainment. 

In October 2022, Kristin joined 1,000 other spirited 
women who came from dioceses all around the state to 
sing, pray, shop, and experience the fellowship of 
sisterhood in Christ Jesus. 

“As executive director of the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Mid-Michigan (CCFMM), it is 
important for me to be involved in the community,” 
Kristin says. “I believe that attending local and 
state events is a valuable means of growing our faith community.”

According to Kristin, the Catholic Women’s Conference provides fellowship as well as opportunities for 
reconciliation, prayer, and Mass. 

“It is a great way to meet Catholic women from different walks of life, make new 
friendships and strengthen existing friendships,” Kristin says. “I always walk away from 

this conference with a renewed sense of the wonder of our Catholic faith.”

Kristin encourages diocesan women to save the date for this year’s Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference at the 
Lansing Center on October 21, 2023. It is a life-changing experience for many.

To purchase your ticket for this year be sure to check out the Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference 
website at https://michigancwc.org/

From left to right: Amy Wisniewski, Erin Looby Carlson, 
Ann Schwarze, Joan Sampson, Mary Beth Looby, 
Meghan Looby Waintraub, and Kristin Smith.

Kristin joins women from Michigan and out-of-state dioceses 
for a photo featuring the 2022 conference theme: For Such a 
Time as This.

Written by Mary Beth Looby



For more information, call the CCFMM’s Executive Director, Kristin Smith,
at 989.300.9200 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

The CCFMM is here to help guide you with your planned and legacy giving.

CCFMM helps Midland students attend 
National Catholic Youth Conference in Long Beach, CA

A group of Assumption Midland youth had a 
“Walk on Water” experience at the 2022 National 
Catholic Youth Conference last November in 
Long Beach, CA. The conference theme, inspired 
by the story of Jesus calling Peter to come out onto 
the water despite being in the eye of a storm 
(Matt 14:29), encouraged a group of high school-age 
youth from Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to step out of their boats to deepen their faith and 
trust in God.

The trip was funded in part by a grant from the St. John Neumann Fund, managed by the CCFMM.

In their own words, the participants reflected on the conference’s impact:

“I feel a lot closer to God and the people I came with. 
The speakers were all very good and I feel like I can love God more and show it better.”

“On the last day of the trip I went to confession and this changed me mentally 
and physically. The priest made me look at God in a greater picture in my life.”

“The nightly sessions were overflowing with jubilation for the Lord, 
the speakers were furious with passion and each day brought about a more 

mystically awesome revelation of the beauty of God.”

“Thanks to our parish for all of their support and fundraising. 
I really can’t recommend this experience enough!”

Kathy Russell, director of Youth Ministry at Assumption, said the teens joined 2,600 other young Catholics from 
across the country during the three-day event. Takeaways included an emphasis on daily prayer, faith sharing, and 
building community. 

“We are not in this boat alone,” she said. “We need friends who bring us 
closer to God and support us in our faith.”

Written by Joan Ramm


