


















































 Priests  (Ordination date in parentheses)

65 Years 
Father Raymond Moeggenberg (June 2, 1956)
Father Stanley Surman (June 26, 1956)
*Father Harold R. Sikorski (July 1, 1956)

60 Years
Father Richard E. Jozwiak (Dec. 20, 1959)
Father Donald J. Eppenbrock (June 4, 1960)
Father Joseph K. Miller (June 4, 1960)
Father Ronald K. (R.K.) LeFleur (June 3, 1961)

50 Years
Father Robert J. Meissner (Dec. 19, 1969)
Father James M. Fitzpatrick (Feb. 13, 1971)
Msgr. Francis B. Koper (May 22, 1971)

40 Years
Father David L. Parsch (January 18, 1980)
Father John S. Mancini, OSFS (May 24, 1980)
Father John F. Cotter (July 18, 1980)
Father James Wm. Bessert (Sept. 27, 1980)

*Father Harold Sikorski was ordained a priest 65 years ago 
this past July. He died on Oct. 10. A story about his priestly 
ministry will be shared in the next issue of FAITH Saginaw.

 Permanent Deacons 

45 Years
Deacon Larry Fussman � Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
Mount Pleasant

15 Years
Deacon Al Oliver  �  St. Brigid of Kildare Parish, Midland

10 Years 
Deacon Jim Damitio � Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
Mount Pleasant
Deacon Stanley Kuczynski � Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Parish, Bay City
Deacon Gary Patelski � Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption 
Parish, Saginaw
Deacon Mike Smith � St. Joseph the Worker Parish,  
Beal City 

This year�s Permanent Deacon Jubilee Mass was o�ered in 
memory of Permanent Deacons David Kasprzyk and George 
Keller.
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local news

Congratulations            to our jubilarians!
Many of the priests and deacons serving in the Diocese 
of Saginaw are celebrating jubilee years. As the priests� 
Jubilee Mass was postponed in 2020 due to the pandemic, 
they were also celebrated at this year�s annual Mass. 
Congratulations to all jubilarians, and thank you for your 
continued service to our Diocese!

Professed religious 
50 Years since profession 
of �rst vows
Father Daniel Fox, OFM 
Cap. (1970)
Father Frank Voris, OFM
Cap. (1970) 

Since 2020 was their jubilee 
year, Father Daniel and 
Father Frank celebrated 
their jubilee Mass on Oct. 3, 
marking 51 years.
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18 lay ministers 
commissioned and 
recommissioned

At the annual Lay Ministry 
Commissioning and Renewal Mass 
on Oct. 17, Bishop Robert Gruss 
missioned and commissioned 18 lay 
ministers from across the diocese. 
Many additional lay ministers 
renewed their commissioning or 
received permanent status. 

At the end of a four-year 
formation experience designed 
for lay people who want to 
enhance their understanding of Scripture and Catholic theology, participants are 
�missioned� to ful�ll their baptismal call by serving others. Many lay ministers play 
an active role in their parish ministries.

The lay ministers commissioned or missioned at this year’s liturgy are:

All Saints, Bay City 
Jay Bradshaw 
Linda Bradshaw 
Betty Schubert

Blessed Sacrament, Midland 
Christine Buchalski 
Donald Buchalski 
Timothy Richard

St. John Paul II Parish, Carrollton 
Christine Bustamante

Nativity of the Lord, Alma/St. Louis 
Dennis Casnovsky

St. Michael, Maple Grove 
John Copes

Our Lady of Hope, Clare 
Diane Craven

Our Lady of Peace, Bay City 
Rebecca Dengler

St. Francis de Sales, Bridgeport 
Ray Eickholt

St. Brigid of Kildare, Midland 
Kathryn Jo�re 
Barbara Rice

Ss. Francis & Clare, Birch Run 
Peter Kleinebreil

St. John Vianney, Saginaw 
Rose Langdon

Our Lady of Grace, Sanford 
Laura Scheibert

St. Michael, Maple Grove 
Leonard Stankiewicz

Ramah recognized at 
annual Red Mass

Each year, members of the legal 
profession gather to celebrate Mass, 
recite the Lawyer�s Oath and honor one 
of their own with the Edward J. McArdle 
Memorial Tribute. 

Sarah Ramah Ortega accepted the 
Edward J. McArdle Memorial Tribute 
on behalf of her father, Peter G. Ramah, 
J.D. The award is given each year to an 
individual for exceptional service in the 
legal profession and signi�cant community 
contributions. Peter is one of the founders 
of the St. Gerard Society, which provides 
scholarships for Nouvel Catholic Central 
School students.

Sarah Ramah Ortega, left, and her husband 
Donovan Ortega represent Peter G. Ramah 
(Sarah�s father) after he was awarded the 
Edward J. McArdle Memorial Tribute.  
Photo by Je� Schrier
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Christine Buchalski of Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Midland is commissioned by Bishop Robert Gruss.
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Join faithful from across the Diocese of Saginaw for 

Nine Days f� Life

Annual golf classic 
and banquet support 
six seminarians

Supporters from across the 
Diocese of Saginaw joined Bishop 
Robert Gruss at the annual 
Bishop�s Charity Golf Classic and 
Banquet to support seminarians 
on Sept. 15 and 16 at the Swan 
Valley Golf Course and Horizons 
Conference Center. 

The golf classic included 168 
golfers in two �ights, and 225 
guests joined the banquet and 
silent auction. All proceeds from 
the events support seminarian 
education and vocations. As the 
approximate average expenses 
for the 2021-22 academic year are 
$38,600 per seminarian, each participant played a valuable role in supporting 
our future priests.

While most seminarians were unable to join the event, their life-sized cardboard 
cutouts were present at both events to greet guests. The banquet also featured 
musical entertainment from our priests, a religious sister and a seminarian. 

The Diocese�s six seminarians are spread out among four seminaries in four 
states:  Mundelein Seminary in Illinois (Matthew Gembrowski and Jacob Hugo), 
Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit (Joshua High and Charles Warner), Sacred 
Heart Seminary in Wisconsin (Daniel Christe) and St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana 
(Andy Cipolla).

Congratulations to the winners of 
the Bishop�s Charity Golf Classic!

MORNING FLIGHT

Knights of the Day:  Father Artman 
Council #5280 (Gladwin) - Al Arends, 
Keith Mcauley, Dan Smith and Larry 
Stoinsky

Mixed Team: Bishop Robert Gruss, Vicki 
White, Hunter Swogger and Judge 
Patrick McGraw

Regular Flight:  The Mail Room Services 
- Dick Blazejewski, Louie McKalg, Samie 
Boudiab and Scott Carmona

AFTERNOON FLIGHT

Knights of the Day:  Father Artman 
Council #5280 (Gladwin) - Dan Brooks, 
Ty Hansen, Roy Kinkela and Joe Sisco

Mixed Team:  St. Mark Parish (AuGres) 
- Colleen Snyder, Sheree Wiltse, Allison 
Wiltse and Anita Shillair

Regular Flight:  Jolt Credit Union - Tom 
Zirkle, Jerd Clayton, Chris Sarmiento and 
Noah Ferrio

local news

Dan Brooks, Ty Hansen and Roy Kinkela 
cheer on teammate Joe Sisco as he putts. 
The team won the Knights of the Day 
afternoon �ight.

JAN. 21 - 29 
presented by the Respect Life O�ce, O�ce of Parish 
Life and Evangelization and the Knights of Columbus.
Including Mass, Adoration, re�ections and more at 
selected parishes throughout the Diocese. 
Visit www.saginaw.org for more information.

CATHEDRAL MASSES: 
Jan. 21:  Novena for Life begins at 6:30 p.m.

Jan. 22: �Mass for the Legal Protection  
of Unborn Children 

Day of prayer and fasting for  
Supreme Court�s Dobbs case

Jan. 29: Conclusion Mass

fatesun / iStock / Getty Images Plus
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STORY AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 

DANIELLE MCGREW 
TENBUSCH

B efore the tree goes up or presents get wrapped, faith 
formation students at Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Parish, Bay City, assemble extra-special gifts. 

These �Boxes of Joy� are �lled with gifts, 
clothing, school supplies and hygiene items and 
delivered to children in developing nations by 
Cross Catholic Outreach.

Six years ago, OLC�s faith formation director, 
Mary Roth, decided the parish�s Advent Family 
Day should be a service project. She discovered 
the Box of Joy project and loved its mission. 

�The kids learn � one, about service, and two, 
about actually living their faith by doing these 
little things and sharing what they have,� she said.

Faith formation students and their families 
gathered on Nov. 21 to �ll about 50 boxes. They 
brought small gifts to combine with donations 
from the parish to send to the Central American 
and Caribbean nations Cross Catholic Outreach 
serves. For many children, the Box of Joy may be 
the only Christmas gift they receive.

�I feel very good they get a present. I think 
about what (the child) would like,� said Clayton 
Smutek of Bay City. �If you give a present to 
someone else, it helps someone have a good day.�

One of Mary�s goals for the project was to help 
the children learn about almsgiving and spiritual 
preparation during Advent as we ready our hearts 
for Christmas. By giving these gifts to children 
they will never meet in this life, it encourages 
participants to direct their focus outward.

�We pray over the boxes and they talk about 
them in their classroom, and they think and 

wonder about the child who�s going to receive 
their gift,� Mary said. �It helps them to be 
more giving and helps them think about what 
they have.�

Some kids, she said, have begun a yearly 
practice of going through their things and 
donating what they no longer need.

�We feel like we need to do something 
big and grand � (but) we have so many 
opportunities to do the little things around 
us,� Mary said. �They can change someone�s 
whole entire world with a shoebox full of 
(gifts).�  

Each Box of Joy from Cross Catholic Outreach is 
delivered to a child in a developing country. In 2020, 
Cross Catholic Outreach delivered 61,422 boxes to 
children in Guatemala, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Grenada and Honduras.

Filling a “Box of Joy” 
fosters Christmas spirit

Ashton LaGrow and Clayton Smutek select �ip �ops 
for their Boxes of Joy.

Emily Kocks picks out a shirt to add to her Box of Joy.

Megan Wolfgang helps her 
sons Henrik and Brantley pack 

their Boxes of Joy.





3131

1 The CCFMM 15th Anniversary 
Celebration was marked on the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Oct. 17. Attendees were o�ered 
a rosary.

2 Kristin Smith, CCFMM executive 
director, leads attendees in the 
Rosary before Mass.

3 The St. Joseph Giving Society 
will help grow the CCFMM to 
support the Catholic community 
for generations to come.

4 Mike Cavanaugh, past president 
Mike Shabluk and trustee Mike 
Leen lead the procession at the 
beginning of Mass.

5 William Jungerheld proclaims 
the �rst reading at Mass.

6 Gayle and Jerry Blaxton carry 
the gifts to the altar. 

7 Dr. Michael Wolohan, president 
of the CCFMM, welcomes 
attendees to the anniversary 
celebration.

8 Maureen Becker, a member of 
the CCFMM�s development and 
marketing committees, applauds 
during the organization�s 15th 
Anniversary Celebration. 

9 Father Andy Booms described 
the CCFMM�s 15th anniversary  
as their �coming of age� during 
his homily.

10 Attendees listen to a video 
message from Archbishop Robert 
Carlson, who spearheaded the 
formation of the CCFMM during 
his time in the Diocese  
of Saginaw.
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