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Perhaps most unexpected,
however, was the rediscovery of
a stained glass window from the
1883 church. In the midst of
the renovation process, Amber
Schroeder contacted St. Michaels
about a stained glass window
her mother, Alice Simons, had
purchased from a Saginaw thrift
shop. The window depicts the
moment when Jesus breaks bread

Saginaw.

Its a gift to our children and to our community. Your experience
of your faith and God is de nitely enhanced when you have a
worship space that has all of the beauty that we have here.

JOE HENIGE

with disciples, who recognize him
after walking together on the road
to Emmaus.

Alice and her husband William
had moved to California and back,
bringing the window packed
between a mattress and a box spring
both ways. After Alices death, the
family tried to nd the family of
Ottilia Scherer, whose name was
on the glass. Ottilia, a ectionately

A stained glass window depicting
the Road to Emmaus story from the
Gospel of Luke was originally in the
1883 church. It is now in the parish s
reconciliation room. The brilliant red
hue of the upper piece is made from
arsenic and gold. Photo by Danielle
McGrew Tenbusch.

called Aunt Tillie, was buried in
the St. Michael Parish cemetery, and
her great-nieces and great-nephews
still attend the church.

It was pretty cool! | was so
happy, said Karen (Krupp)
Wendling, one of Aunt Tillies
great-nieces. She fondly remembers
Aunt Tillie, who lived from 1877
to 1973, visiting her family
usually treating them with donuts.
Karen added the rediscovery of the
window has prompted her to want
to research Aunt Tillie and learn
more about her.

I m pretty proud.  Weve got
such roots in this church! she
exclaimed, referring to her family.
Her grandfather had also donated
a window in the current church.
Knowing they purchased and
donated these windows, she said,
shows her ancestors commitment
to the parish.

It was just so wonderful (the
parish) got hold of it, she said.

God does work in mysterious
ways. The timing was perfect.

William donated the window

back to the church, and they were
happily able to add the antique
window Aunt Tillie had donated to
the 1883 church to their renovation
plan. It is now backlit and graces
the reconciliation room.

Investing in the future

With more than 2,000 hours of
volunteer labor in addition to the
contractors work, the renovation
committee believed they were
investing in their parishs future
not only the building, but also the
faith community.

Its a gift to our children and to

our community. Your experience



of your faith and God is de nitely
enhanced when you have a worship
space that has all of the beauty that
we have here, Joe said.

The renovation, he said, helps
others to see that members of the
parish community take their faith
seriously and are willing to invest
their time and money to establish
a solid foundation for future
generations. If you dont, he added,

you re going to set yourself up to
keep up the trend of declining
Mass-goers.

He added they have also consid-
ered materials longevity and dura-
bility, ensuring fewer resources are
spent on replacements and repairs.

They re just elated, Father
John said of the parishioners.

Its unbelievable. They took this
challenge head-on and they didnt
compromise.

The St. Michael Parish
community was able to celebrate
the renovation when the church
was blessed and dedicated on
Dec. 19. During the Mass, Randy
Henige, who served as the parish
liaison for the renovation project,
secured a relic of St. John Neumann
in the altar, which Bishop Robert
Gruss then consecrated with sacred
chrism. Faithful lled the church,
taking in its numerous updates.

Joe said he enjoys seeing
longtime parishioners reactions to
the beautiful space.

To see people who have been so
faithful to the parish look around in
awe just puts a smile on my face,
he said. Its amazing to see the awe
and the work thats been done. *

N The St. Michael Parish of Maple
Grove church renovations,
including art and environment
and building support, were
supported by the Diocese of

Saginaw through the O ce of Liturgy
and O ce of Building and Maintenance
and made possible through Christ's
Mission Appeal.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

The faithful [l St. Michael Parish of Maple
Grove to celebrate the Mass of Dedication on
Dec. 19. Photo by Je Schrier.

Jackie Harris and fellow parishioners pray
during the Mass of Dedication. The pews

were originally from St. Joseph Church in
Bay City. Photo by Je Schrier.

The Wendling sisters  Sheri Warner,
Diane Henige, Shelly Emmendorfer and
Nancy Vincke wipe down the altar after
Bishop Gruss consecrated it with Sacred
Chrism. Father Pat O Connor, associate for
the O ce of Liturgy, and Joe Henige, St.
Michael pastoral associate and member
of the renovation committee, assist in the
background. Photo by Je Schrier.

Bishop Robert Gruss pours sacred chrism oil
over the altar at St. Michael Parish in Maple
Grove. This consecrates it as a symbol of
Christ in our midst. Photo by Je Schrier.
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Everyone

has a voice in the 2023 Synod

he experiences and opinions of all people have the
opportunity to shape future outreach of the Church.
Through the 2023 Synod, For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission, the entire

Church is called to listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying.

BY DENYSE
SHANNON

PHOTOGRAPHY
BY JEFF
SCHRIER

Men and women, young people
and the elderly: were all invited to
listen to one another, to hear one
anothers experiences in order to
hear the promptings of the Holy
Spirit, Bishop Gruss said last
fall, calling this a new Pentecost
movement.

This massive endeavor began
in the Diocese of Saginaw months
ago and is in the midst of listening
sessions happening in parishes and
schools across the diocese. The
diocesan phase, which includes
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the listening sessions and sorting
through the resulting data, lasts
through August 15. Input will be
taken locally through early May to
allow time to create a written report
which will be shared.

Each parish is asked to facilitate
consultations or listening sessions
around this question: A synodal
Church, in announcing the Gospel,
journeys together. How is this jour-
neying together happening in your
particular church? What steps does
the Spirit invite us to take in order to

grow in our journeying together?

This synod was convoked by
Pope Francis on Oct. 10, 2021,
in his address at the opening of
the Synod of Bishops he shared
his hope for: ... concrete pastoral
proposals capable of ful Iling the
synods purpose. In other words, to
plant dreams, draw forth prophecies
and visions, allow hope to ourish,
inspire trust, bind up wounds,
weave together relationships,
awaken a dawn of hope, learn from
one another, and create a bright
resourcefulness that will enlighten
minds, warm hearts, give strength
to our hands, and inspire in young
people all young people, with no
one excluded a vision of the future

lled with the joy of the Gospel.
While the synod is not about
changing Church teaching, it is
about reading the signs of the times
and listening to what the Holy Spirit
is speaking into the hearts of Church
leaders and the faithful.

The bottom line: your pope is
asking to hear from you, said Rose
Langdon, parish group coordinator
for St. John Vianney Parish in















