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Rural Life

Thumb Catholics celebrate faith in annual

R� al Life Mass

T humb Catholics had the opportunity to grow in faith 
and fellowship at the annual Rural Life Mass at the 
Thumb Octagon Barn near Gagetown. Bishop Robert 

Gruss celebrated the Mass and blessed seeds representing a 
variety of crops grown in the region.

“The Mass on May 21 at the Octagon 
Barn was a beautiful, visible expression 
of the faith of Catholics living in the 
Thumb gathered in unity around their 
principal shepherd, the Bishop, giving 
thanks to God for his many gifts, and in 
humble supplication for those blessings 
to continue,” said Father Stephen 
Blaxton, pastor of Holy Family Parish, 
Sandusky/Marlette/Peck.

Holy Family Parish serves as the 
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Thumb Vicariate (a geographic region, 
also known as Vicariate 1) chapter 
of Catholic Rural Life, a national 
organization with chapters across the 
country. The Rural Life Mass is the 
centerpiece of the chapter’s celebration of 
Catholic rural culture. While the hope is 
that CRL chapters will eventually exist in 
each vicariate throughout the Diocese, the 
Thumb Vicariate is the fi rst.

“Bishop Gruss is on the board of 

Catholic Rural Life and has created this 
new ministry in our diocese. He has a 
passion for rural life and for the families 
that are stewards of the earth that belongs 
to God,” said Lori Becker, coordinator of 
diocesan outreach. 

During the Mass, Bishop Gruss prayed 
over the collection of seeds and sprinkled 
holy water over them.

“The Blessings of the Seeds is a 
tradition in which farmers break from 

Area Catholics fi lled the Thumb Octagon Barn to celebrate a Rural Life Mass on May 21.
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their daily routine to gather with the 
community to praise God for His 
creation. They bring a small amount of 
the seeds to be planted with the prayer 
that they may sprout and be nurtured 
with water until harvest time,” Lori 
explained.

The Mass’s venue, the Thumb Octagon 
Barn, brought the liturgy into a new 
space, which helped encourage some to 
return to Mass, Father Stephen said.

“I think it's diffi  cult for many Catholics 
to get out of the ‘COVID routine’ of 
watching a live-streamed Mass from 
home. For whatever reason, events like 
the Rural Life Mass are often a catalyst in 
getting people back to church. There was 
one couple at the Mass who hadn't been 
to church since before COVID. There 
was another gentleman who struggled 
to walk into a Catholic church because 
of diffi  culties he'd had with the Church 
in the past. Having Mass in a barn 
somehow met him where he was at, and 
God used it in a powerful way. He was 
moved to tears during the Mass and has 
been coming to Mass on Sundays more 
consistently,” he said.

The Mass also gave the faithful an 
opportunity to celebrate Mass with the 
Bishop close to home.

“Bishop [Gruss] believes in meeting 
people where they are and celebrating 
Mass in their environment,” Lori said.

Father Stephen said the Mass was a 
truly special occasion.

“I think what it meant for people 
who attended is that God is with them, 
the Bishop is with them, and they have 
each other,” he said. “Others said there 
was something special happening that 
they couldn't quite fi gure out, but that 
it was manifest in the beauty of the 
congregation united in song in such 
a cathedral-like barn with beautiful 
acoustics.”

Following the Mass, those gathered 
shared a luncheon and listened to a 

presentation from Catholic Rural Life staff  
member Tim Streif— who noted that of 
all the Rural Life Masses he had attended 
around the country, this one was the 
largest. 

Holy Family Parish's Rural Life Mass 
included members from Good Shepherd 
Parish, Ubly/Argyle/Sheridan Corners; 
Our Lady Consolata Parish, Cass City/
Gagetown/Sebewaing; Ave Maria Parish, 
Lexington/Port Sanilac and St. Christopher 
Parish, Caro/Mayville. The Caro Knights 
of Columbus headed up organizing and 
cooking the lunch and the eff ort was 
fi nancially supported by several other 
Knights of Columbus councils from 
around the Thumb. This team eff ort is part 
of what the Rural Life Mass is all about.

“The vision of the Rural Life Masses… 
is that they be a grassroots event, uniting 
Catholics living in relative proximity to 
each other in rural communities, to foster 
‘thriving families, farms, and parishes 
-- centered on faith, community, and 
care for the environment,’” said Father 
Stephen, quoting the Catholic Rural Life 
vision statement. 

To learn more about Catholic Rural Life, visit www.catholicrurallife.org 
or contact Lori Becker, Coordinator of Diocesan Outreach at 989.797.6652 
or lbecker@dioceseofsaginaw.org

From left to right: Thomas Alexander,
Shaquile Nelson, Ashley Nelson, Christine 
Alexander and Kelly Markel participate in the 
Rural Life Mass.

Bishop Robert Gruss sprinkles seed 
with holy water and blesses them.

Bishop Robert Gruss greets those 
who attended the Rural Life Mass near 
Gagetown.
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Ecumenical e� orts seek 
to decrease gun violence

Local clergy are joining their voices 
with other local Christian leaders, 
representatives from law enforce-
ment, politicians and concerned 
citizens to call for action, prayer and 
unity in the face of violence. 

Deacon Larry Gayton, who serves 
as director of multicultural ministry 
for the Diocese of Saginaw, joined 
members of the Black and Hispanic 
communities in response to  violence, 
particularly gun violence, both 
nationally and locally. 

“This is very important work,” 
Deacon Larry said. “While we are 
called to know God and to love God, 
we are also called to serve God. Faith 
must be followed by action.”

The summer  shooting incidents 
have  weighed heavily on Deacon 
Larry’s mind, as he visited two 
Saginaw residents who suff ered 
life-threatening gunshot wounds. In 
response to requests from the family 
of shooting victims, Deacon Larry 
visited and prayed with the victims 

and their spouses at a hospital in 
Saginaw.

“We are called to minister and 
pray with those suff ering as they 
gather at the hospital. Seeing them 
suff ering from needless violence, it’s 
so horrible that it just tears you up. 
These all are our fellow brothers and 
sisters.”

On June 16, Deacon Larry  joined 
Christian leaders, including those 
from the Saginaw African American 
Pastors group and Latino clergy 
and civic leaders, as well as Father 
Frank Voris, OFM Cap., pastor of 
St. Joseph Parish in Saginaw, and 
Father Bill Rutkowski, vicar general 
and representative of Bishop 
Robert Gruss,  to outline an action 
plan uniting Black and Latino 

communities to work together to end 
gun violence, led by an ecumenical 
partnership. 

“We hope to partner with these 
Saginaw Christian clergy in this 
and other community priorities for 
the common good of us all. It is a 
beginning, and more of ‘journeying 
together’ with these faith leaders is 
planned,” Deacon Larry said.

Father Bill said he was impressed 
with the unity and resolve of local 
Christian leaders and also believes 
that members of the Catholic 
community should be aware that 
violence can happen in any place 
and that Catholics and all people 
should discourage the use of 
violence in resolving problems. 

In the end, all those who gathered 
at the event in Saginaw agreed that 
the local community should work 
together to prevent and discourage 
violence and to off er ways to help. 
The newly-formed coalition is 
establishing goals to prevent gun 
violence and work towards unity 
between all communities. 
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local news

For Such a Time as This: 2022 Michigan 
Catholic Women’s Conference 

Mark your calendars! This year’s Michigan Catholic Women’s 
Conference will be held on Saturday, Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in Lansing. The theme for the 2022 conference is “For 
Such a Time as This” and our guiding Bible verse is Esther 4:14: 
Perhaps you have come to your royal dignity for just such a 
time as this.

Teresa Tomeo, Sherri Wohlfert and Father Patrick Gonyeau 
will speak on this theme during the conference, and the day 
will be fi lled with music and activities to build your spirit 
through the love of Jesus and the energy of the Holy Spirit. 
To learn more about the conference or to register, visit 
www.MichiganCWC.org.

MICHIGAN CATHOLIC WOMEN’S  CONFERENCE

“Perhaps you have come to your royal 
“Perhaps you have come to your royal   dignity for just such a time as this.”

SATURDAY OCTOBER 15, 2022 9am-5pmLANSING CENTER • LANSING, MI

ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT • DIOCESE OF GAYLORD • DIOCESE OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DIOCESE OF LANSING • DIOCESE OF SAGINAW • DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO • DIOCESE OF MARQUETTE  

Erin Looby Carlson

Sheri Wohlfert Fr. Patrick Gonyeau 

Teresa Tomeo 

Melanie ReaRegister: WWW.MICHIGANCWC.ORG
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Orange Orange 
Creamsicle Creamsicle 
Pie Pie 
Orange 
Creamsicle 
Pie

A n old orange tree stands enclosed in 
a courtyard at Santa Sabina on the 
Aventine Hill in Rome. While there 

are a few versions of the legend surrounding 
this tree, one is that St. Dominic planted the 
seed from which it grew and that every time 
the orange tree produces a new shoot with 
much fruit, there would be a corresponding 
abundance and growth in the Dominican Order.

Whether that is pure legend, or some kind of ongoing 
worldly miracle, I don’t know. But what can be said is that the 
Dominican order and its many beautiful shoots continue to bless 
the world with the same charisms of its founder – bearing fruit 
still today! That by itself is a miracle that blesses us all.

Dominic was born in Caleruega, Spain, in 1170. He was 
ordained to the priesthood at the age of 24. While traveling 

Dissolve gelatin powder in 
hot water. Set aside to cool. In 
a mixing bowl, beat the cream 
cheese until smooth. Add the 
orange zest, sugar, lemon and 
orange juices and beat until 
combined. Add the cooled 
gelatin mixture and beat until 
just combined and smooth in 
texture. Place in fridge and 
chill until almost set (about 
35-45 minutes).

In a separate mixing bowl, 
beat the whipping cream for 
2-3 minutes until it thickens. 
Add to the chilled gelatin 
mixture and beat until com-
bined and smooth in texture. 
Pour into the graham cracker 
pie crust and spread evenly. 
Refrigerate until fully set (at 
least 6 hours or overnight). 
Serve with whipped cream 
and orange wedges on top.

• 1 3-ounce package orange 
fl avored gelatin dessert

• 1 cup hot water
• 1 8-ounce package cream 

cheese (softened)
• 1 tablespoon orange zest
• 1/3 cup confectioner’s 

sugar
• ½ teaspoon lemon juice
• ¼ cup orange juice
• 1 cup heavy whipping 

cream
• 1 store-bought graham 

cracker crust
• Whipped cream and 

orange wedges (for 
topping)

ST. DOMINIC’S 
ORANGE TREE
ST. DOMINIC’S 
ORANGE TREE
 SOWED THE SEEDS OF FAITH

throughout Europe as a young man, Dominic witnessed 
fi rsthand the heresies that were threatening the Church. 
Dominic would go on to establish the Order of Preachers, 
or the Dominicans, to combat heresy and to form an order 
based on the monastic life and religious poverty. The order 
today includes friars, nuns, sisters and laity.

St. Dominic worked to spread truth intelligently. His order 
read and distributed books to educate people with a proper 
understanding of the Gospels, while simultaneously living 
the example of sacrifi ce and humility. In a world beset by 
heresy, Dominic used books to teach the ignorant. In a world 
plagued by famine, Dominic in turn sold his books to feed the 
hungry. The Dominican Order’s model was to connect a life of 
contemplative prayer and study with an active preaching for 
the salvation of souls. We honor St. Dominic on Aug. 8.

While it may be tough to plant an orange tree in his honor, 
might I suggest the following sweet treat instead! And may it 
remind us to sow the seeds of faith and help educate others 
with the truth of the Gospel the way St. Dominic did.

“We must s�  the seed, not ho� d it.” –  ST. DOMINIC

local news
MICHELLE DIFRANCO
is a designer and the busy mom of three children.  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE FOLKERTSMA
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CCFMM

Mission: We encourage faithful giving that 
is responsibly managed and refl ective of 
the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever 
meeting the needs of God’s people. 

The CCFMM is here to help guide you 
with your planned and legacy giving.

The Catholic Community 
Foundation of Mid-Michigan 
is a registered 501(c)(3), and 
all gifts are tax-deductible.

For more information, call the 
CCFMM’s executive director 

Kristin Smith at 989.599.0079 
or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

Joshua Robert Jasman:
A joyful life of caring and sharing

BY MARY BETH LOOBY

Joshua Robert Jasman 
was truly one in a million. 
According to his mother, 

Michelle Jasman, Josh was born 
caring about others. When he was 
very little and still in a car seat, he 
would ask her to stop along the 
road to help someone who looked 
needy—even if that someone was on 
the other side of the highway! This 
was just the beginning of a life lived 
for God and for others.

Josh was smart and loved reading, 
and when he received treat coupons for 
reading in fourth grade, he didn’t cash 
in his coupons right away. Instead, he 
saved them up until he had enough for 
the whole class. Then he bought all his St. 
James classmates a treat.

As a teen, Josh was visiting cousins in 
California before his illness. They had all 
just ordered pizza, but then Josh noticed 
a homeless man looking through the trash 
for food. He immediately got up and gave 
his pizza to that man.

Shortly after, Josh was diagnosed with 
Ewing’s sarcoma, a rare cancer that usual-
ly aff ects people between ages 10 and 20. 
Michelle said that even in the fi nal stages 
of his disease, when Josh’s father Thomas 
had taken time off  to help his son, Josh 
encouraged him to go hunting, a sport 
they both enjoyed.

With his family at his side, Josh fought 
a valiant fi ve-year battle with Ewing’s sar-
coma. He passed away  on Oct. 20, 2009, 
just six days after his 20th birthday.

Josh attended St. James Grade School, 
where his mother said he received a won-
derful education. He continued his edu-
cation at All Saints Central High School 

and was a graduate of Bay City Central. 
He enjoyed playing and watching hockey, 
football, basketball, hunting, fi shing and 
playing cards.

In Josh’s memory, the Josh Jasman 
Scholarship Fund was established in 
2010 with the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Mid-Michigan (CCFMM). 
This advised fund was created in loving 
memory of Josh, who lived his life with 
the same fearless passion he lived his 
faith. Those who were touched by him 
during his life will be forever blessed. 
This fund creates additional opportunities 
for others to be blessed by Josh. The fund 
and the scholarships it provides have 
steadily grown— as of June 30, $73,750 
in scholarships have been awarded.

Each year a golf outing for the fund 
is held at the Bay County Golf Course 
and the recipients of the scholarship are 
announced. This year’s event was June 25, 
and the recipients were Coltin Richard-
son, Desiree Killey, Grace Carley and Iris 
Grace Costilla.

“There was a great turnout for the Josh 
Jasman Golf Outing, and we don’t even 
advertise. We had a lot of volunteers and 
really appreciate their help and that of 

A joyful life of caring and sharing

family and friends as well,” Michelle said.
For more information about the schol-

arship, please visit www.ccfmm.org/col-
legescholarships or contact the CCFMM 
at 989.303.9202. 
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BY DR. DAN OSBORN

source  +  summit

Vatican II declared that the Eucharist is the “source and 
summit of the Christian life” in Lumen Gentium (11). 

As dioceses across the U.S. embark on a three-year 
Eucharistic Revival, each issue of FAITH Saginaw will explore 
the Church’s doctrine on the Eucharist: faith that the bread 
and wine actually become the body, blood, soul and divinity 
of Christ at every Mass. 

A REASONABLEA REASONABLE 
act of faithact of faith
 QUESTION: 
Is it against reason to believe the Eucharist is truly “Jesus in disguise”?

ANSWER:
This doctrine is not against reason, it is above reason; 
it’s a truth that had to be divinely revealed.

In 1996, Susan Sarandon won an Oscar for her role in 
Dead Man Walking, in which she portrays Sister Helen 
Prejean, a religious sister who for decades has ministered 
to death row inmates. Sarandon was raised Catholic but 
left her faith while attending the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. I was struck by what she 
once shared in an interview – that being Catholic was a 
great preparation for her to become an actor. Why? In her 
view, Catholics have to “suspend their disbelief” in order 
to accept that bread and wine actually become the Body 
and Blood of Christ during Mass.

As the Catholic Church in the U.S. begins its three-
year Eucharistic Revival, Sarandon’s perspective should 
be taken seriously. It’s not that she failed to understand 
what the Church teaches about the bread and wine being 
transformed into the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Christ at every Mass – it’s that she thought she had to 
push reason aside to accept this teaching. Essentially, she 
felt that it was unreasonable to accept as true something 
her senses told her was not true. Sarandon is probably 
not alone in having this viewpoint, and it is important for 
the Church to extend empathy and accompaniment to 
individuals who have this struggle.

Don’t we all see a mere piece of bread when we receive 
the consecrated Host in Holy Communion? Don’t we smell 
the scent of wine and taste its fl avor when we receive 
Communion from the chalice? Isn’t it reasonable to accept 
what our senses are telling us? And doesn’t St. Thomas 
Aquinas himself affi  rm that, in general, we should trust our 
senses? The answer to all these questions is, yes! However, 

there are exceptional cases when what we see, taste, feel, 
smell or hear fails to match reality. 

For instance, you are relaxing on your porch and suddenly 
hear a loud jet fl ying by. You look up and the jet is not 
where your ears told you it would be, so you have to shift 
your line of vision to where the jet is in reality. Science, of 
course, has an explanation for this phenomenon based on 
the speed of light. This is just one of many examples of 
how our senses are not infallible. But God is infallible, and 
ultimately it is on his authority that we believe in the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist – even though our senses 
perceive only bread and wine.  

With regard to the Real Presence, therefore, we are 
called to confi dently make a reasonable act of faith that the 
Eucharist “is truly the Lord,” based on the authority of God’s 
word in Scripture and the authority of the Church Christ 
founded. Jesus – the second person of the Holy Trinity – 
teaches in his Bread of Life sermon, “Whoever eats my fl esh 
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on 
the last day. For my fl esh is true food, and my blood is true 
drink” (Jn 54-55). 

After all, which is more trustworthy in the end: 
our senses or God who created our senses?

“Faith will tell us Christ is present when our human senses fail.”
-ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, TANTUM ERGO

BY DR. DAN OSBORN
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 5800 Weiss St.
Saginaw, MI 48603-2762
   
www.saginaw.org

Celebrating 
Catholic Schools

Sunday, Oct. 9 at 5 p.m. 
Reception to follow
Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption 
615 Hoyt Ave., Saginaw, MI

Save the date!
Save the date!

Catholic school students are encouraged to 
wear school jerseys or spirit wear shirts with 
pants or uniform skirts. 

Alumni and supporters of Catholic school 
education are also encouraged to attend and 
wear your Catholic school colors.

Back to School Mass 
with Bishop Gruss 
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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