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W e invest so much 
time, money and 
energy into our chil-

dren. We spend and plan for 
their education, social de-
velopment, braces, camps 
and so many other things. 
All of these are good and 
serve a helpful and bene�-
cial purpose in our mission 
to raise great humans! But 
the most important thing 
we can do for our children 
is to foster their disciple-
ship and teach them to live 
in such a way that Jesus 
is truly the center of their 
life. Our faith is the answer 
to everything that causes 
worry, fear, disappointment 
or frustration. Faith is the 
blueprint for building a rich, 
successful, happy, grace-
�lled life, and this is exactly 
the wish we have for our 
kids. Here are some ideas to 
help your kids grow in faith.

  LIVE LOVE
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  �SPOTLIGHT ON THE 
SACRAMENTS
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  VISUAL EXTRAS
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C U L T U R E

M I C H E L L E  D I F R A N C O
�������������������������������������������
����	��

P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S H A N E  F O L K E R T S M A

THE RECIPE FOR 
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KARLA’S CHOCOLATE MINT BROWNIES

� 1 box dark chocolate brownie mix
� 6 tablespoons butter
� 1 ‰ cups powdered sugar
� 1 ‰ tablespoons milk
� ‰ teaspoon peppermint extract
� A couple of drops green food coloring
� 6 tablespoons butter
� ¾ cup chocolate chips

Prepare the brownie mix as directed in 9 x 13 pan, being 
careful not to overbake. Set aside to cool.

FOR THE FROSTING, combine using mixer: butter, 
powdered sugar, milk, peppermint extract and green food 
coloring. Beat until �u�y. Spread the frosting on top of 
the brownies after they have cooled.

FOR THE TOP LAYER, melt the butter and chocolate chips 
slowly in a small saucepan on low heat. Mix until smooth 
and all the chocolate is melted. Let cool partially before 
pouring over frosting; gently use the back of a spoon or 
spatula to spread evenly. Allow chocolate to set before 
cutting into squares.
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BISHOP GRUSS ADMITS SEVEN MEN AS 
PERMANENT DEACON CANDIDATES
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 If you or any man you know expresses a desire 
or hears the call to serve as a permanent deacon, 
please e-mail Dr. Dan Osborn at dosborn@diosag.
org or call him at 989.797.6662. Applications for the 
permanent deacon program are only accepted once 
every four years, and a key cutoff date is  
May 1. Both married and single men may apply.

L O C A L  N E W S

ST. BRIGID CATHOLIC SCHOOL CELEBRATES 
100 YEARS OF EDUCATION AND FAITH   

Jason Rasmussen, Hugh LeFevre, Matt Begres, John Copes, Bob 
Zondlak, Lenn Stankiewicz and Bob Sasiela were admitted as permanent 
diaconate candidates by Bishop Robert Gruss. Photo by Thor Rasmussen.

St. Brigid of Kildare Catholic School students pose for a photo by  
a sign celebrating the school’s centennial. Courtesy photo.

Visitors to the Hall of History could view photos and items from the 
school’s history. Photo by Je� Schrier.
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*Grades 7-8 will be moving to the high 
school building in 2023-24.
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989.399.2230  |  9-12
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ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY PARISH, SCHOOL CELEBRATES  
150 YEARS AS A PARISH, 75 YEARS OF EDUCATION 

Students from St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
and parish children participated in the choir for the 
parish’s 150th anniversary Mass. “They were so proud 
that they were there, you know, next to the big choir 
and singing their song,” recalled principal Gabbie 
Marguery. Photo by Je� Schrier.

Bishop Robert Gruss hugs a parishioner following  
the anniversary Mass. Photo by Je� Schrier.
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Our Catholic Schools  
CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!
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Call: 989.797.6617  

Email: Kpham@diosag.org
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For more information, call the CCFMM’s executive director 
Kristin Smith at 989.599.0079 or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

C C F M M

The CCFMM is here to help guide you with  
your planned and legacy giving.

To learn more about the endowments or to make a 
donation, please visit ccfmm.org.

The Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan is 
a registered 501(c)(3), and all gifts are tax-deductible.

	������������������������
��������������������������������������
�����������������

BY MARY BETH LOOBY
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A L U M N I

Ca�ing a� Catholic    
       School Alumni�

           FROM THE DIOCESE OF SAGINAW  

The legacy of Catholic school education in our diocese dates 
back more than 100 years, well before the Diocese of Saginaw 
was even formed. Thousands of students have received an 
outstanding, Christ-centered education in our schools and are 
serving in communities around the globe in countless ways.  

Who are our diocesan alumni? They are teachers, nurses, 
doctors, lawyers, stay-at-home parents, artists, actors, 
accountants, salespeople, coaches, business owners, athletes, 
musicians, priests, religious sisters, �nancial advisors and more.  

We want to do a better job of connecting with our alumni 
who have graduated from our Catholic schools; however, 
getting in touch is a challenging task. Many schools have 
closed and many graduates are living far away.  

You can help! 
We are looking for your help in building our alumni roster. 

With the newly formed Catholic School Council, a committee  
is now working to gather names and write stories about alumni 
who have graduated from schools from throughout the Diocese 
of Saginaw.   

If you attended a Catholic school in the Diocese of Saginaw, 
please use your smartphone camera to scan the QR code  
to reconnect with our Diocese of Saginaw 
Catholic School community! If you have 
family or friends who graduated from our 
schools, please forward this on to them and 
encourage them to do the same.  

We want to stay connected and share stories featuring  
our alumni. We look forward to hearing from you!  

BY MARY BETH LOOBY

(Photos from top to bottom)

Eager students raise their hands in this undated 
photograph from St. Stanislaus Catholic School in Bay City.

The St. Stephen (Saginaw) Catholic School PomPom Team 
poses with a trophy in 1977.

Students study in the library of St. Michael Catholic School 
in Maple Grove on May 3, 1959.

Band students from Our Lady of Lake Huron in Harbor 
Beach are pictured in this undated photograph. 

All photos are part of the Catholic Weekly Collection 
managed by the Diocese of Saginaw Archives.
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