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Ongoing re-envisioning includes    

 chancery sta� changes 
Dr. Dan Osborn, who has served on the 

diocesan sta� since July 2011 as director of the 
Center of Ministry, will continue to serve as the 
coordinator of permanent diaconate formation and 
ministry, while picking up new responsibilities as 
diocesan theologian and the bishop�s delegate in 
ecumenical and interfaith relations. As diocesan 

theologian, Dr. Dan will work with sta�, regional vicars and parish 
leadership to develop sound curriculum and accessible content for  
faith formation and education for all ages and stages.

Jason Rasmussen joined the diocesan sta� as the information 
technology (IT) manager. In his position, Jason manages, plans, 
directs and oversees activities dealing with computers and information 
systems. He will also  coordinate activities related to the hardware, 
software and network used by the Diocese and its parishes, ensuring all 
electronic networks are running smoothly and ful�lling requirements.

Lori Becker, who has been on sta� since 2015 as respect life 
coordinator, is now the coordinator of diocesan outreach. She will 
serve as a resource to all parishes to help put Catholic social teaching 
to work. Diocesan outreach will focus on education, planning, and 
collaboration with and among parishes for food pantries and mission 
stores; rural life ministry; pro-life advocacy; prison/juvenile detention 
ministerial care, aftercare and family care; mental health support services 
and other specialized ministry as determined by parishes.

As coordinator of marriage and family life ministry, Beth Bauer 
will support and train employees and volunteers for marriage and family 
life ministry, organize marriage preparation and enrichment programs, 
gather natural family planning and pro-life resources and provide 
ongoing educational opportunities for couples, families and ministers. 
Beth is also the vicariate 1 liaison.

As coordinator of faith and catechist formation/OCIA, Peg 
McEvoy, who has served on sta� since 2014,  will help design formation 
programs for catechists and parish leaders and support parishes in 
their faith formation e�orts, including the Order of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (OCIA, formerly RCIA). Peg will also oversee diocesan faith 
formation events. She is also the vicariate 2 liaison.

As coordinator of lay ecclesial ministry, Deb Popielarz, who has 
served on sta� since 2017,  will oversee the lay ministry program. This 
includes working with parish leaders to support individuals called to adult 
lay ecclesial education, coordinating the program and ensuring all lay 
ministers receive proper faith formation. She is also the vicariate 4 liaison.

As coordinator of evangelization, Don Buchalski will work closely 
with parish leaders to spread the Good News and promote spiritual 
growth. He will also advise parish leaders on ways to e�ectively 
communicate with parishioners, including using digital media, and 
design strategies to reach regular Mass-goers, non-parishioners and 
everyone in between. Don is also the vicariate 5 liaison.

The Diocese of Saginaw continues to post job openings on its website, 
saginaw.org/employment. � �

I n addition to the O�ce of Parish Life 
and Evangelization and the O�ce 
of Stewardship and Development, a 

number of other changes re�ect the overall 
re-envisioning.

� �The O�ce of the Chief of Sta� is now separate 
from the O�ce of the Bishop. It includes 
reception, the O�ce of Communications and the 
O�ce of Stewardship and Development. Christ�s 
Mission Appeal and special events are also overseen 
by Stewardship and Development. 

� �The O�ce of the Vicar General and Moderator 
of the Curia includes ministry to parish life 
directors, clergy support, campus ministry and priest 
continuing education. Its subo�ces are the O�ce of 
Permanent Diaconate, O�ce of Seminarians, O�ce 
of Vocations, O�ce of Ecumenism, Ministry to 
Priests and the Diocesan Theologian.

� �The O�ce of Chancellor and Canonical and 
Civil A�airs includes the O�ce of Child and 
Youth Protection and Archives.

� �The O�ce of Finance includes the O�ce of 
Accounting, Information Technology Services and 
Parish Finance Outreach.

� �The O�ce of Catholic School Education and 
O�ce of Judicial Vicar and Tribunal each have 
no subo�ces.

� �The O�ce of Administrative Services includes 
Parish Administration, O�ce of Property and 
Facilities, Center for Ministry and O�ce of Human 
Resources.

� �The O�ce of Parish Life and Evangelization 
includes the O�ce of Vicariate Liaisons, O�ce of 
Multicultural Ministry, O�ce of Diocesan Outreach 
and O�ce of Diocesan Liturgy.

� �The O�ce of Catholic Cemeteries oversees six 
Catholic cemeteries in the Diocese.
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CCFMM

Mission: We encourage faithful  
giving that is responsibly managed 
and re�ective of the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.

Vision: Joyous giving in Jesus, forever 
meeting the needs of God�s people. 

The CCFMM is here to help guide you 
with your planned and legacy giving.

The Catholic Community Foundation of 
Mid-Michigan is a registered 501(c)(3), 
and all gifts are tax-deductible.

For more information, call the 
CCFMM�s executive director  
Kristin Smith at 989.599.0079 
or kristin.smith@ccfmm.org

BY JOAN RAMM

Hopeful Future Scholarship established  
in memory of Helen Marsden

D edication to protecting life and 
a generous donation have given 
birth to a new endowment to 

fund college scholarships for women who 
are pregnant or new mothers. 

The Hopeful Future Scholarship 
will help pay tuition and other 
school-related expenses, thereby 
encouraging pregnant women to 
continue their education at Sagi-
naw Valley State University  
or Delta College.  	

Michael Marsden of Saginaw 
Township made a generous 
$20,000 donation for the en-
dowment in memory of his wife 
Helen, who died Nov. 16, 2020 
at the age of 72. She was well-
known in Saginaw for her pro-life 
volunteer work and was honored 

by President George W. Bush 
as Michigan�s only recipient of 
the President�s Volunteer Service 
Award for Lifetime Achievement.

�Helen was a life saver,� said 
Michael, describing his wife. �She 
spent four or �ve days a week 
volunteering at the Abortion 
Alternatives Information facility 
in Saginaw, working with clients, 
coordinating services and organiz-
ing donations and supplies.� 

Helen and her husband also 
prayed outside the abortion clinic 
in Saginaw, reassuring women that 
there were resources available so 
they could keep their child. 

�She was no di�erent than a 
�re�ghter rushing in to save a 
child from a burning building,� 
Michael said. �She saved babies.  
I always think of her as a hero.�

After his wife died, Michael, 
who is a member of Holy Spirit 
Parish in Thomas Township, was 
looking for a way to keep her 
memory alive. 

�This scholarship fell right in 
line with what Helen worked for 
her whole life,� he said.

SVSU students Madison 
Velez and Matthew Bartels, who 
proposed the scholarship and 
initiated the drive to fund it, said 
the project addressed a long-time 
criticism of the pro-life move-
ment: not supporting mothers 
after they gave birth. 

�Starting this scholarship is a 
way to help new mothers �nish 

their education,� said Matthew, 
a past president of Protect Life 
SVSU, who organized the e�ort 
with Madison, another SVSU 
student. �It is a way to take action. 
It also provides tangible hope and 
support to mothers and children, 
both born and unborn.�

The endowment was set up last 
summer during a meeting with 
Michael, the student organizers 
and Kristin Smith, executive 
director of CCFMM. 

�You could tell that the Holy 
Spirit was at work during the 
meeting,� Kristin said. �All things 
came together.�

Scholarship applications will 
open in June for distribution in 
the fall. The minimum $1,000 
scholarships can be renewed one 
time. Matthew said future plans 
are to include all 10 colleges in 
the Diocese of Saginaw.

Helen�s Presidential Award 
recognized her more than 4,000 
hours of volunteer work, Michael 
said, and was presented to her 
during a ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C. She was one of 20 
volunteers from across the United 
States to receive the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2008.

In her nomination letter, she was 
credited with keeping Abortion 
Alternatives Information a�oat in 
Saginaw for nearly two years when 
the agency lacked leadership and 
was in danger of closing. 

Michael said his wife of 49 
years also spent hours knitting 
and crocheting baby blankets and 
educating new mothers. 

�She was a real trooper. I am  
so proud of her.�

Through the Hopeful Future 
Scholarship, Helen�s legacy will 
continue supporting mothers and 
babies. � �
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Novena to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is rooted in 

devotion and tradition

T he annual novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe  
is more than a series of Masses and prayers. For 
many Hispanic Catholics, it is an expression of 
deep love and devotion for our Blessed Mother 

and a tradition that goes back generations.

  Julia Velasquez, a member of All Saints Parish 
in Bay City, remembers attending the novena at 
St. Joseph Parish in Bay City (now part of St. Jude 
Thaddeus) with her parents as a child and later at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Bay City (which 
has since merged with All Saints.) 

�We were brought up going to the novena with 
my parents, and I just carry this tradition with my 
children,� she said.  

Together with her children and grandchildren, 
Julia knelt before a statue of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe to o�er prayers and roses during the maæa-
nitas serenade on Dec. 12 at All Saints Parish, St. 
Boniface Church.  

�To have her here and to have the young ones 
and all of us here to see her, you really can�t put 
into words what you feel for her. In our culture, 
Virgencita is so special,� she said. �She is our 
Mother � She is the Mother who brings us to-

STORY BY DANIELLE 
MCGREW TENBUSCH

PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
JEFF SCHRIER AND 

DANIELLE MCGREW 
TENBUSCH

gether, the Mother of peace, the Mother who will 
never leave us, the Mother of all.� 

St. Francis of Assisi and St. Joseph Parishes, 
both in Saginaw, also hosted novenas. Each day 
from Dec. 4 through 12, Faithful gather to pray 
the Rosary and celebrate Mass. After last year�s hia-
tus, the festive gatherings with Mexican chocolate 
and pan dulce (sweet bread) followed each Mass.  

Traditionally, the maæanitas serenades to Our 
Lady would begin at midnight on Dec. 11 as a way 
of welcoming the feast day of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, but maæanitas are now sometimes sung 
during the day or at Mass. Men, women and chil-
dren o�ered roses to her and knelt in prayer, some 
with tears in their eyes as they sang to their Mother. 

The feast day commemorates the �nal 
apparition of the Virgin Mary to St. Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, an indigenous Mexican. During 
this �nal apparition, she requested Juan Diego 
gather roses in his tilma (cloak) and bring them 
to Bishop Juan de ZumÆrraga. When he opened 
the tilma, the roses fell to reveal the miraculous 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Over the next 
few years, millions of indiginous people and 
European immigrants, especially the Spaniards, 
were converted to Catholicism. 

Julia Velasquez, center, 
prays with her family 

after o�ering roses to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 at All Saints Parish, 
St. Boniface Church, 

on Dec. 12.  Photo 
by Danielle McGrew 

Tenbusch
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�The Catholic Church has universally attributed 
a special piety to the Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
The piety to Mary under the title of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is based upon the Christian history 
of Mexico and the support Our Lady has given 
to the evangelization of the Church throughout 
the North American continent, if not the world,� 
said Deacon Librado (Larry) Gayton, director of 
multicultural ministry for the Diocese of Saginaw. 
�Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to lead new 
generations of families to her son, Jesus Christ. 
Que maravilla!� 

Faithful were able to pray with the parishes host-
ing the novena, as well as participate via livestream 
on St. Joseph Parish of Saginaw�s Facebook page.

�After a long stretch of dealing with public health 
concerns, this year, it was amazing that people 
returned to pray our Novena to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in parishes throughout our Diocese. I 
was overjoyed to see people in substantial numbers 
in the parishes that I was able to visit during the 
Novena Masses.  Some parishes had 200 to 300 
in attendance!� Deacon Larry said. �I also want 
to thank Father Alberto Vargas, Father JosØ María 
Cabrera and Father Frank Voris for allowing me to 
celebrate this novena with their parishes and all the 
priests and organizers that helped.� 

Back at All Saints Parish, the cry and response 
�¡Viva que Virgen de Guadalupe!� �¡Que viva!� rang 
out in joyful celebration in honor of Our Lady. 

�If you ever go into any kind of Hispanic home, 
you�ll always �nd the Virgencita,� said Monica 
Garza, the daughter of Julie Velasquez. Monica 
held out the medal of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
she received for her quinceæera. �She will always 
protect you. She will always look over us.� 

�She�s the mother of all mothers, and she�s the 
mother of the poor,� Monica continued. �You 
may not think you have everything, but with her, 
you�re a millionaire. � We�ll never be alone.� 

For Hispanic Catholics like Julie, the chance to 
share their devotion to the Virgin Mary and their 
Mexican heritage is a special grace. 

�Our Virgencita is not just here with us. (The 
devotion) has spread around the world,� she said. 
�They all know Our Lady of Guadalupe.�� �

1. Faithful pray before a statue of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan 
Diego at All Saints Parish, St. Boniface 
Church, on Dec. 12. Photo by Danielle 
McGrew Tenbusch

2. Juan Diego Gomez brings �owers 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe during 
a novena Mass in her honor at St. 
Joseph Parish in Saginaw on Dec. 11. 
Photo by Je� Schrier

3. Kathy Maha�y, right, hands a rose 
to a Maria Cruz before Mass at St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, in Saginaw on Dec. 12. During 
Mass, those gathered serenaded Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, whose statue 
was surrounded by roses. Photo by 
Danielle McGrew Tenbusch

4. Siblings Annalicia, Jose, Natalia, 
Flor and Cecilia Costilla, along with 
cousin Adelaila Costilla, pray and 
play with roses before Las Maæanitas, 
begin at All Saints Parish, St. Boniface 
Church, on Dec. 12. Photo by Danielle 
McGrew Tenbusch

5. Some of the Faithful wear festive 
clothing depicting Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, like this parishioner at St. 
Joseph Parish in Saginaw on Dec. 11. 
Photo by Je� Schrier

Note: When Dec. 12 falls on a Sunday (in 2021, 
2027, 2032, 2038, etc.), the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is not liturgically celebrated that year, 
though the diocesan bishop may make alternative 
provisions to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. Consult 
the diocesan liturgical o�ce for more information. 

1
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local news

Local teens energize their faith at National 
Catholic Youth Conference

In a busy, noisy world, local teens spent three days 
surrounded by fellow Catholics experiencing the joy and  
love of Christ at the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) in Indianapolis.

Representing 11 parishes from around the Diocese of 
Saginaw, 94 high school students and adults joined others 
from around the country for NCYC to take a step back  
to reconnect with God and other young Catholics. 

NCYC o�ers an opportunity for youth to encounter Christ, 
experience Church, and be empowered 
for discipleship. NCYC provides teens 
and their leaders time for prayer, service, 
reconciliation, Eucharist, and recreation.

Our Lady Consolata parishioners o�er 
1,800 Rosaries
 After learning of a parish in Wisconsin challenging 
parishioners to pray the Rosary for vocations, Our Lady 
Consolata Parish, Cass City/Gagetown/Sebewaing wanted to 
try a similar initiative. 

Though the goal was to have parishioners pray 1,000 
Rosaries in October (traditionally the month of the Rosary), 
they far exceeded the target.

�We are so proud of how our parishioners have responded to 
our �Rosary challenge.� In the end, we prayed just over 1,800 
rosaries for vocations,� wrote Deacon David Gillespie, director 
of parish life.

Each Rosary was o�ered for the intention of an increase in 
priestly vocations in the Diocese of Saginaw. 
�We are prayerful that in some small way our parish will 
contribute to an increase in vocations to the priesthood. Even 
if we do not see the increase immediately, Our Lady Consolata 
Parish is trying our best to practice our faith not just on Sunday 
but every day,� Deacon David said.

Date:  April 29-30

Time:  Noon on Friday to  
3 p.m. on Saturday

Location:  Bavarian Inn Lodge,  
1 Covered Bridge Lane, Frankenmuth

Cost: $95, includes event speakers, banquet, snack  
and lunch. $45 includes only the Friday banquet. 

Presenters:  Father Patrick Maher, Elizabeth Gengle, 
Sister Janet Schae�er, O.P., Bill Richart and Sheri 
Wolhfert and Mass with Bishop Robert Gruss 

To register:  Contact Rita Maher at 989.635.7072  
or rfmaher48453@yahoo.com 

Registration deadline:  April 1

For more information:  Contact Rita Maher, above

The two-day event will include prayer, Mass, fellowship 
and inspiring presentations by Catholic speakers. Topics 
are �Discernment: Light for the Interior Life,� �Beams 
of Hope in Today�s World,� �Priests that Change the 
World� and �Being a Daughter of God:  How to Turn Your 
Flicker Into a Flame.� Women can expect to be spiritually 
enriched as they come together as sisters in Christ. 

Convention attendees may commute or take 
advantage of a group rate at the Bavarian Inn Lodge. 

This program is 
supported by your 
generous donation  
to Christ�s Mission 
Appeal.

Synod on Synodality 
The Faithful of the Diocese of Saginaw are invited to 

participate in parish listening sessions in the diocesan phase of 
the Synod on Synodality, formally titled �For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and Mission.�

�The Holy Father wants to hear from the people of God 
around the world,� Bishop Gruss said. �Synodality means 
�walking along together.� So, the Synod is a process by which 
the people of God walk along together.� 

Visit saginaw.org/synod2023 to learn about the latest 
developments related to the synod. 

New date in March! You�re invited to First 
Fridays with Bishop Gruss 
Date: March 11*, April 1, May 6
Time: 11 a.m. Mass, noon lunch
Location: Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption
Cost: $7 for lunch
Presenters: Bishop Robert Gruss
To register: Online, only if you will attend the lunch
For more information: saginaw.com/events

Each First Friday of the month, Bishop Robert Gruss will 
preside at Mass followed by a meatless lunch and an informal 
presentation. The presentation topics vary. Those who can 
attend only Mass or the lunch/presentation are welcome.

*The March gathering will be the second Friday of March 
due to the episcopal ordination and installation of bishop-elect 
Je�rey Walsh as the sixth bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord on 
March 4. Join us in praying for bishop-elect Je�rey Walsh and 
all the faithful of the Diocese of Gaylord.

Beacons  
of Light:  

Detroit Province  
Council of Catholic  
Women Convention






